Endovascular treatment of chronic aortic dissection.
The optimal management of chronic aortic dissection is uncertain. Traditional strategies of best medical management for asymptomatic lesions and open surgical intervention for evolving complications have been challenged in the endovascular era. The concept of minimally invasive surgery in this high risk patient group is appealing. Endovascular stent graft deployment targets closure of the dissection entry tear. This can induce false lumen thrombosis, reducing risk of disease progression and aortic rupture. Initial reports were encouraging with a high level of technical success. However, long-term data demonstrating durability and improved survival are lacking. There remain no clear guidelines for the application of this technology. Its role as an adjunct to best medical therapy for uncomplicated dissections or an alternative to open surgery in complicated disease is yet to be elucidated. This review presents the current evidence for endovascular management of chronic aortic dissection.